
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Heads of Delegation 
Online, 26 September 2017 

 

HOD 52A-2017 

 

 

 Page 1 of 3  
 

Document title WWF/CCB Side event at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
Code 5-1 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 5-Any other business 
Submission date 19.9.2017 
Submitted by WWF 
Reference  

 

Background 
WWF and Coalition Clean Baltic plan to host a side event to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting on the 6th of 
March in Brussels. We hope to receive support for this initiative by both HELCOM Contracting Parties and EU 
Commission to hold this event in conjunction to the ministerial meeting by inserting the event in the official 
program as well as help with the logistics within the framework of the HELCOM meeting.    

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider the proposed side event  
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The uncomfortable truth of the BSAP –  

10 years down the line towards saving the Baltic Sea  
WWF/CCB Side Event at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

Brussels, 6th March 2018 
 

Most of the environmental problems of the Baltic Sea identified four decades ago are still around today — 
and they are still serious problems. On the positive side, HELCOM has achieved significant successes in 
reduced emissions, biodiversity protection, environmentally friendly shipping and increased cooperation 
between HELCOM partners. But despite these advances, the recovery of the Baltic Sea remains slow and 
cannot be taken for granted. Indeed, that recovery process itself may be at risk. 

Member States need to stay focused on the health of the Baltic Sea. Not only do they need to implement 
already agreed measures, recommendations and in particular the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP); they also 
must address negative trends with greater intensity. The Holas II1 report clearly shows that the road to 
recovery of the Baltic Sea is long and that many of the major environmental concerns for HELCOM are still 
unsolved: eutrophication has not improved; several commercial fish stocks are severely degraded, such as 
cod and eel; and hazardous substances are still a severe threat to biodiversity and human wellbeing. 

WWF and Coalition Clean Baltic invite you to a side event at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in Brussels, 6 
March 2018, to present the findings of the WWF Scorecard report on how well the countries have kept to 
their promise in implementing the BSAP, together with CCB’s review of BSAP implementation. A panel 
discussion will follow on a jointly recommended path towards getting the Baltic Sea back on track.  

The tentative program is as follows: 

00.00 Introduction by WWF and CCB 

00. 05 Statement by the EU Commission VELLA DG MARE-  (tbc) 

00.15 Presentation of the WWF Scorecard 

00.30 Presentation of the CCB review of BSAP implementation 

00.45 Panel discussion on the vision, possibilities and trends: 

 - The vision of a Minister of the Environment (next Chair of HELCOM – Finland tbc) 

 - The possibilities for a Business Executive 

 - The trends by a Scientist 

00.60  WWF/CCB outlook on the need to secure a positive trend for the Baltic Sea environment 

01.10 Suggestion box and Closure – (refreshments???) 

                        ------   ------    ------ 

The side event is planned to facilitate a continuous dialogue on the importance of improving the state of 
the Baltic Sea and the benefits of investing in a healthy sea. It would be open to participants of the HELCOM 

                                                           
1 A Second Holistic Assessment covering the years 2010 –2015 was published mid-2017. The findings are available on 
a dedicated website at http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi  

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/state-of-the-baltic-sea-2017/
http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/
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Ministerial meeting, as well as interested EU participants (MEPs, Perm. Reps, and COM officials) . Hopefully 
the side event could be inserted in the official program so Ministers would have the possibility to attend. 
For the logistics, a room for 100 participants (cinema seating) equipped with standard meeting equipment 
would be needed. 
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